
              

416 Fire Update 

 

Fire Statistics:  

Location: 13 miles north of Durango, CO      Start Date: June 1, 2018  

Size:  34,378 acres (100 acres growth)      Percent Contained: 37  

Total Personnel: 466        Cause:  Under Investigation 

Resources Include: 5 Type 1 hand crews, 5 Type 2 hand crews, 17 engines, 5 dozers, 1 water tenders 

Helicopters: One Type 1, one Type 2, and one Type 3, (as well as two fixed wing aircraft) 
 

June 24, 2018 (8 a.m.)  
 

Weather: There is a RED FLAG WARNING today from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Temperatures will be highs of 78-81 and 
humidity lows will be 10-13%. Winds are increasing ahead of a Pacific storm system moving through Colorado into the 
Central Plains. They will remain calmer in the morning, but after 12 p.m. will increase to 10-20 mph, with occasional 
gusts up to 35 mph in the afternoon and evening. Low humidity values, poor overnight humidity recoveries, and increased 
winds will keep fire weather conditions in the critical category throughout the week.  
 

Current Situation: Conditions remain primed for very active fire behavior. As temperatures remain warm and fuels 

continue to dry out, more heat sources are appearing and showing increased activity. The area’s combination of drought-

stressed fuels, topography, and wind lends itself to high rates of spread once fuels do ignite. Certain areas of the fire could 

see anywhere from 5 to 100 acres of growth toady.  
 

Fire will be most active on the west side near Clear Creek today (as it was yesterday), and multiple areas of visible smoke, 

including columns, are probable. Aerial observation estimated 20-30 acres of spread yesterday, and growth is predicted 

again today. There are no life or structure threats directly west of the fire. This area is rugged, difficult terrain where 

firefighters cannot safely go on foot; the area continues to be monitored by air. 
 

Yesterday, fire behavior became elevated near the indirect line on the southwest perimeter of the fire in Division H. 

Today, residents will notice significant aircraft activity as helicopters perform multiple water and gel drops. This area is 

being closely monitored; operational goals remain to keep the fire east of Junction Creek Rd.  
 

Fire also increased yesterday on the north perimeter on the ridges above US 550. This was successfully mitigated with 

water bucket drops hand crews. While visible smoke could remain in this area, it does not pose any immediate threat.  
 

The probability for smoke and flame within the interior of the fire remains high; fuels will continue to ignite as conditions 

grow warmer and dryer. These smokes are very visible from US 550, however, interior fire activity is generally not a 

threat. Foot travel in much of this burned area is hazardous due to terrain, snags, burned stump holes, etc. While 

firefighters will check on concerning hotspots or new areas of spread, many other benign smoldering areas will be 

allowed to safely burn themselves out in order to reduce risk of harm to firefighters.      
 

Crews continue chipping and clean-up operations in many areas. The time and effort many residents put into mitigating 

their own properties has paid off significantly, and crews and fire management wish to encourage all residents to continue 

their excellent efforts at creating Firewise communities and building defensible space around their homes. 
 

On Monday, a Burned Area Emergency Response team (BAER) assigned to the 416 Fire will hold its initial meeting to 

prepare for action. Assessments and subsequent implementations will be coordinated with the state, county and city. 
 

Closures and Public Safety: For up to date information visit www.cotrip.org. La Plata County’s 416 Fire Interactive Map is at 

https://bit.ly/416fire.  
 

There are still countless recreational opportunities available and southwestern Colorado is open for business. Please see these 

websites for tourism and recreational opportunities:  La Plata County: http://co.laplata.co.us/  Official Durango Tourism site: 

https://www.durango.org/  Durango Business Improvement District http://downtowndurango.org/  Silverton, CO Chamber of 

Commerce: http://www.silvertoncolorado.com/ and other area chambers of commerce. 
 

National Incident Management Organization - Joe Reinarz, Incident Commander  

Information Center: 970-403-5326  

Hours of operation: 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Website for 416 Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5822 

Email: 2018_cosjf_416@firenet.gov 

http://www.cotrip.org/
https://bit.ly/416fire
http://co.laplata.co.us/
https://www.durango.org/
http://downtowndurango.org/
http://www.silvertoncolorado.com/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5822
mailto:2018_cosjf_416@firenet.gov

